THE 2026 PROMPTING FIELD GUIDE

Prompting Google
Al Studio

The plain-English playbook for using Google's free Al Studio Playground
as a research and prompting sandbox — no coding required, just a
Google account.

EDITION 2026.07 - UPDATED FOR GEMINI 3.5
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Why this guide exists

Google Al Studio is usually described as a developer tool — and most of it is. But underneath the
developer-facing features is a free chat window called the Playground, where anyone with a Google
account can type a question and get an answer from Google's Gemini models, with one feature the
consumer Gemini app makes you dig for: an easy toggle to turn on live Google Search grounding for
any single conversation. This guide covers just that part — no code, no API keys required to get value
out of it.

Where Al Studio stands right now (mid-2026)

The Playground defaults to a fast Gemini model (currently a Gemini 3.5 Flash-family model) and lets
you switch to Gemini 3.1 Pro for harder reasoning tasks with one click — no technical setup. It's free to
use for personal exploration, with generous daily limits, and doesn't require a credit card. You will see
references to things like 'system instructions, ‘temperature,’ and 'tools' in the side panel — those are the
developer-facing controls. You only need three of them, covered below.

The three controls actually worth using

e System Instructions (right-hand panel): paste a short description of your business once — "l run a
mobile notary business in Charlotte, NC specializing in hospital and hospice signings” — and it
applies to every message in that session, the same way a custom instruction works in ChatGPT.

e The Google Search grounding toggle (under Tools): switch this on for any question where you want
a current, web-checked answer instead of a general one — this is the main reason to use Al Studio
over the plain Gemini app for research-heavy questions.

e Temperature (leave it alone): this controls how "creative” versus predictable the answers are. The
default is fine for everyday notary writing and research — don't touch it unless you're specifically
getting oddly repetitive or oddly random answers.

It's free — that's the actual point

Unlike ChatGPT Plus or Claude Pro, Al Studio’s Playground has no subscription fee for personal use. If
you want a no-cost way to test whether Al-assisted research and writing is worth paying for elsewhere,
this is the lowest-friction way to try it: go to aistudio.google.com, sign in with the Google account you
probably already have, and start typing in the Chat tab.
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Ten prompts you can copy today
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1. Set your business context (do this first)

“In System Instructions: 'l run Integrity Closings CLT, a mobile notary business in the Charlotte,
NC metro area specializing in hospital, hospice, and estate signings. Keep responses
practical and written for a solo small business owner.™

2. current-info research (turn on Search grounding)

“What are the current North Carolina notary requirements for witnessing a Power of Attorney
signing at a hospital bedside? Use current sources.”

3. Draft a client email

“Write a short, warm email to a family confirming a hospice signing appointment tomorrow
at 3pm, reminding them to have a valid photo ID ready.”

4. Compare two service descriptions

“Here are two versions of my Google Business Profile description: [paste both]. Which is
clearer for a worried family member searching for hospice notary help, and why?”

5. Local research with grounding on

“Search for recent news or events related to elder care and caregiving in the Charlotte, NC
area | could reference in a social media post.”

PROMPTING GOOGLE Al STUDIO — NOTARY FIELD GUIDE PAGE 3



PROMPTING GOOGLE Al STUDIO — NOTARY FIELD GUIDE 02

01

02

03

04

05

6. Turn notes into a checklist

“Turn these rough appointment notes into a clean checklist of what | confirmed with the
facility. [paste notes].”

7. Practice a difficult conversation

“I need to explain to a family that | can't notarize a document if their parent doesn't appear
mentally competent at the time of signing, even if they already scheduled the appointment.
Help me draft a compassionate but firm explanation.”

8. Blog outline

“Outline a short blog post explaining the difference between a notary's role and an attorney’s
role when someone is preparing end-of-life documents.”

9. Compare model answers

“Switch between Gemini 3.5 Flash and Gemini 3.1 Pro on the same question and compare:
which explanation of [topic] is clearer for a non-legal audience?”

10. Save what works

“Once you get a good result, use ‘Get Code" only if you're curious how it works — otherwise
just copy the response text directly; you don't need the code view for everyday use.”
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Mistakes that quietly waste your time
e Ignoring System Instructions. Without it, you're retyping your business context in every new chat —
the exact repetition this whole category of tool is supposed to save you from.

e Forgetting to turn on Search grounding for research questions. Without it, youre getting Gemini's
general knowledge, not a current, checked answer — fine for drafting, not fine for verifying a legal
requirement.

e Getting distracted by the developer features. Build mode, Stream mode, and the APl key generator
are real, but none of them are necessary for a notary using this as a free chat-and-research tool —
ignore them unless you're specifically curious.

e Treating any single Al answer, from any tool, as a final legal authority. Use it to draft and research
faster, then verify anything that actually matters with your state's notary division or an attorney.

Quick reference

TASK PROMPT STARTER

Set your context Paste your business info into System Instructions, once per session
Current-info research Turn on the Google Search grounding tool, then ask your question
Draft client writing Ask directly in the Chat tab, same as any other Al chat tool

Harder reasoning task Switch the model to Gemini 3.1 Pro for that one question

Getting started aistudio.google.com - signin - Chat tab - type your question

Want a done-for-you prompt library built specifically for your notary business?

DM me




